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purplish under a lens ; stems straw-colored, twisted, tapering up- 
wards ; columella none. 

On bark and wood of Ailanthus. The peridia are sometimes very 
irregular and occasionally subsessile. The outer coat is white, thin, 
and closely adheres to the smooth, delicate internal peridium. 

3. Hypoxylon smilacicola, n. sp.— Small, black, roundish or 
elliptical, irregular when confluent, pulvinate ; perithecia subglobose; 
asci cylindrical or subclavate ; spores brown ; sub-cymbiform, .0006' 
— .0008' in long and .0003' wide, usually with several nuclei. 

On dead stems of Smilax. The spores are rarely elliptical atma- 
turity, but sometimes pointed at both extremities. 

§ 24. New Fungi, by W. R. Gerard. — No. V. 

Uromyces Pontederise, Gerard. — Hypophyllous, scattered, often 
following the nerves, sori small, at first covered with the somewhat 
bullate cuticle, then irregularly ruptured, snuff-brown ; pseudo, 
spores oblong or ovate, on very short pedicels, apex with a small 
hyaline spot, scarcely papillate. 

On leaves of Pontederia cordata, Poughkeepsie, N". Y. 

Peziza griseo-rosea, Gerard. — Sessile, cups fleshy, rather thin, 
hemispherical, then expanded, externally greyish-ochre, rather 
mealy ; disc pale rosy, becoming pale brownish (1 — 1| in. broad); 
asci cylindrical; sporidia elliptical, rough (.015 — .018 X • 00 ' 75 — 
.01 mm. or .0006' — .0007' X -0003' — -.0004'). Paraphyses linear 
scarcely incrassated. 

On ligneous earth in woods. Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Helotium pullatum, Gerard. — Gregarious, dark dingy ochre when 
fresh, becoming darker and fuliginous when dry ; at first clavate, 
then somewhat obconical, externally darker ; stem short, expanding 
into the cup ; disc plane, concave when dry, immarginate (1 — 2 
mm. broad) ; asci cylindrical, narrow; sporidia linear, obtuse 2 — 4 
nucleate, at length pseudo-septate (.018 — .02 X .004m.ni.) yellowish. 

On stems of Vitis, in damp places. Poughkeepsie, N. T. 

fflicrosphseria Van Bruntiana, Gerard. — Amphigenous; mycelium 
dense, white, persistent ; conceptaoles globose, scattered or gregari- 
ous; appendages 12 — 15; about equal in lenglh to diameter of 
conceptaoles, several times dichotomous, truncate at their apices ; 
sporangia ? Containing eight spores. 

On leaves of Sambucus Canadensis. The structure of the 
appendages is very different from that of any other species with 
which we are acquainted. Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Peziza (Humaria) Gerardi, Cooke. — Violaceous, sessile, fleshy. 
Cups hemispherical, then flattened, externally greyish-violet ; disc 
dark violet (2 lines broad) ; asci, cylindrical (.23 mm. long) ; 
sporidia fusiform, with a central nucleus (.032 — .035 X - 008 — - 009 
mm., or .0011' X .0003'). Paraphyses filiform, clavate at the tips. 

On damp earth, bordering a stream ; July. Poughkeepsie, 1ST. Y. 

Peziza (Fibrina) Cedrina, CooJce and Gerard. — Scattered, pitch- 
brown; externally, fibroso-ragose, cups globose, soon open and cup- 
shaped, margin contracted; disc slightly paler; asci cylindrical; 
sporidia oval or elliptical, with two nuclei ( 02 X - 01 m m - or -0006' 
X .0003'). Paraphyses profuse, clavate, slightly curved at the tips. 
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On dead branches of Jimiperus Virginiana. NewPaltz Landing, 
N. Y. 

Peziza (Mollis id) pulviscula, CooJct. — Gregarious, very minute, 
like grains of sugar, soft, almost tremelloid. Cups globose, then 
expanded, smooth, pallid, watery yellowish white (0.4 mm. broad) 
diaphanous, asei cylindrical; sporidia exceedingly minute; sper- 
matioid (.0002' long). 

On dead stems of Phytolacca. Poughkeepsie, N, Y. 

Uromyces Arissemee, Cooke. — (Credo Art -Virginici, Schw.,) in 
part.) — Amphigenous, spots indefinite, scarcely discolored, sori gre- 
garious, sometimes in broken circles or circinate, small, for some 
time covered with the bullate cuticle, then irregularly ruptured ; 
pseudo-spores obovate, on very short pedicels, ferruginous, with a 
slight hyaline papilla at the apex. 

On leaves of Ariscema. Poughkeepsie, N. Y. The spots on 
which the sori are arranged retain the bright green hue of the liv- 
ing leaf even after it, has been for a long time dried. 

Peziza chrysophthalma, Gfer., in Bull. TorreyClub, iv., p. 48, is 
P. convexulfi, Persoon. 

Peziza nigropunctula, Gerard, in Bull. Torrey Club, v., p. 40, is 
P. compressa, Tul. 

For a correct determination of the above (with a single excep- 
tion) I am indebted to Dr. M. C. Cooke, thi-ough whose hands they 
have passed by duplicate. 

§ 25. Onocleasensibilis. — What is the origin of the specific name 
of this fern ? Without knowing the authorities, I have commonly 
supposed the name to be derived from its sensitiveness to frost ; 
but in a book of considerable note, " Conversations on Botany" 
4th Ed., London, Longman, Hurst, Rees, Orme and Brown, 1823, 
on pp. 222, 223, I find the statement : 

" There is one species found in North America, called the sensi- 
" tive fern, Onoclea sensibilis, which is said to wither immedi ately 
" on being touched by the human hand, but to endure the touch of 
" other bodies without being at all injured. 

" Sprengel, a German botanist, who wished to prove the trnth of 
" this curious circumstance, asserts that he repeated the experiment 
" several times, and always with the same effect." 

I question whether the experience of any American botanist will 
confirm this a leged assertion of Sprengel. I. H. H. 

In Rees' Cyclopaedia we read, that the barren fronds are " smooth 
and of a thin texture, so delicate that, as we have heard, the frond 
soon fades after being drawn through the hand while growing, which 
Morison also relates on the authority of Simon Paulli." 

Our native plants are not usually of " thin texture " and great 
'delicacy," nor have we ever been able to see the propriety of the 
name. — [Eds.] 
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